
Marsh Harbor Property Owners Association
Regulations Governing Single-Family Home Construction

Laurel Island Plantation is a planned-unit development with single-family residential, attached
residential and commercial components.  These guidelines apply only to the following Laurel 
Island Plantation subdivisions:  Laurel Marsh, Brookshire, Christian's Landing, Dilworth Point,
Jefferson Landing and Inverness Chase.  The Board of Directors of Marsh Harbor Property 
Owners Association may add, delete or modify any part of these Regulations at any time.

The Marsh Harbor Covenants and Restrictions are the governing documents with respect to 
new single family homes on Marsh Harbor properties.  These Regulations provide a more 
compact and somewhat more concise restatement of the requirements in such construction.  
In the event that there should be errors of commission or omission in the Regulations in 
relation to the Marsh Harbor Covenants and Restrictions (MHC&R) the Marsh Harbor 
Covenants and Restrictions are the controlling documents.  Furthermore, local codes, county 
codes, state and federal law may be applicable in some instances.  In every case the most 
restrictive apply.  Therefore all owners are advised that a complete and thorough reading 
and/or understanding of the MHC&R and other applicable ordinances and law is necessary 
prior to beginning the planning stage for constructing a new home.   

To facilitate the implementation of these Regulations and requirements of the MHC&R the 
Board of Directors (Board) may appoint an Architectural Advisory Committee (AAC) to 
provide advice and counsel to the Board.  The AAC is strictly an advisory body that makes 
recommendations to the Board.  Only the Board of Directors can approve, approve with 
modifications, or disapprove a request for authorization to construct a single family home.

Design Philosophy

The MHPOA will allow owners, architects, designers and contractors flexibility in Marsh 
Harbor subdivisions.  Individuals are encouraged to engage their personal ideas in the style, 
construction methods, materials, color pallet and landscaping.  In the general case MHPOA 
stipulates styles, construction methods, materials, color pallets and landscaping that are 
prohibited.  If not prohibited it is assumed to be permitted.  However, the AAC has an 
obligation to insure that individual choices must be in harmony with neighborhoods and the 
natural environment and that is accomplished by careful review of the Request for Approval 
of Site Improvement and the supporting documents.
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Section I
Application Procedure

MHPOA land that is altered by other than nature is considered a site improvement as would 
be the case with most MHPOA construction.  Generally site improvements require approval 
by the Board of Directors.  Members are cautioned to always check with the management 
company to determine whether Board approval is required before beginning any site work.  
Upon affirmation by the management company that Board approval is necessary the 
following procedure applies.

1. Obtain and complete the MHPOA Request for Site Improvement Approval.  That form 
will identify all of the supplements that pertain to the specific request.  Complete all 
items on the request form and the supplement.

2. When indicated on the form or supplements, provide additional materials in the 
number required and in the case of drawings, in the scale require.

3. Submit the completed package to the management company with the required review 
fee of $300 for new home construction made payable to Marsh Harbour at Kingsland 
POA. (The management company cannot accept incomplete packages.  All material 
must be submitted at the same time before it can be submitted to the AAC.)

4. Subsequent to submission of a complete package the AAC may request that samples 
of paint, roofing or other construction materials be submitted and approval will be 
dependent on meeting that request in a timely manner.

5. The AAC will review all documents submitted.  In the event that additional materials, 
clarifications or changes are advised or required the owner will be notified of those 
matters by the management company.  The AAC will make a best effort to make a 
decision and submit it to the Board of Directors within 30 days.

6. Owners are advised to notify their contractors including sub-contractors that absolutely
no site clearing, construction preparation, or actual construction can begin until a 
written approval by the Board is received.  However, surveying and survey markers 
are permitted.       



Section II
Architectural Guidelines for Single-Family Dwellings

MHPOA strives to assure variability in home designs and finishes that one would find in 
communities with a history.  One senses that here in a display of well-entrenched proven 
designs, evolving home trends, regional variations, improved construction materials and 
methods, and individual tastes evidenced by well-done modest homes to more expansive 
and elegant ones.  To enhance neighborliness owners are encourage to include porches and 
outdoor living spaces in their designs.  The clear intent is to present a community that 
displays its southern tradition while integrating the natural beauty of the area with attractive 
man-made enhancements.  To that end the following standards have been adopted by the 
Board.

1.  Roof construction of acceptable materials with a minimum 6/12 pitch
A.  Acceptable materials

1.  Architectural grade fiberglass shingles
2.  Simulated shakes of an approved material
3.  Cedar shingles or shakes
4.  Standing seam metal roofing painted an acceptable color
5.  Tiles of concrete or clay in approved colors.

B.  Unacceptable materials
1.  Rolled roofing
2.  Unpainted galvalume, galvanized steel, unpainted aluminum roofing 

2.  Exterior wall surfaces of acceptable materials with poured concrete or parged concrete 
block stem walls 

A.  Acceptable materials
1.  Stucco or synthetic stucco
2.  Brick or stone
3.  Wood siding or shingles
4.  Cementitious clapboard siding
5.  Tabby
6.  Solid vinyl materials 
7.  Other approved materials

B.  Unacceptable materials
1.  Exposed concrete block
2.  Plywood siding
3.  Aluminum siding
4.  Simulated plywood board and batten

3. Windows and doors acceptable materials
 A. Wood
 B. Wood with approved cladding material
 C. Fiberglass
 D. Solid vinyl

4. Driveways, walkways, terraces and patios
A.  Acceptable driveway materials

1.  Poured concrete with approved finishes
2.  Concrete or brick pavers



3.  Other materials with approval

B.  Acceptable walkways, terraces and patio material
1.  Poured concrete with approved finishes
2.  Concrete or brick pavers
3.  Natural or simulated stone pavers

5.  Fencing requires prior BOD approval and is limited to specific site locations.
A.  Chain link fencing for any purpose is prohibited. 
B.  Privacy fencing to screen hot-tub areas and home mechanicals is encouraged.
C.  Trash containers kept outside are to be screened from view.
D.  Wood or other fencing subject to deterioration must be stained and/or top coated. 

6.  Outbuildings and structures

A.  Exterior storage structures with footprint  > 152 feet require approval. 
B.  Gazebos, cabanas, free-standing awnings incorporated into the landscape scheme
are not permitted forward of a point 15’ from the front-most part of the dwelling.

7.  Mailboxes must conform to the standard adopted by the MHPOA and installed according 
to postal regulations. Refer to MHPOA mailbox policy for additional information. See next 
page. Also found on our web site at:

http://mhpoa.org/documents/associationDocuments/marsh_harbour_mailbox_specifications.pdf

http://mhpoa.org/documents/associationDocuments/marsh_harbour_mailbox_specifications.pdf


Marsh Harbour Property Owners Association
Mailbox Policies and Procedures

Laurel Marsh Subdivision:

For homes in the Laurel Marsh subdivision mailboxes shall black steel or
comparable metal rounded top rural mailbox of approximately 8.75" H x 6.75"
H x 19" D, mounted on a black cast aluminum post.  No additional adornment
should be added except for house numbers on the side and/or door of the box.
Optional but recommended: Mailboxes meeting this specification can be
obtained from the Marsh Harbour Property Owners Association by contacting
Advanced Management Services, LLC at (912) 673-0066 or e-mail at
amsllc@tds.net, or purchased directly from Mel Northey Company,
http://melnorthey.com/ , 303 Gulf Bank, Houston, Texas 77037, 1-800-828-
0302 (model 1018A).  Current price (June 2017) is $199.00 plus shipping (approx. $60)

Brookshire, Christians Landing, Dilworth Point, Inverness Chase 
and Jefferson Landing Subdivisions:    

For homes in the remaining MHPOA subdivisions mailboxes shall be
mounted on a 4 x 4 wooden post with a 4 x 4 cross-brace, painted dark
green (Hunter green) with a black rounded top rural mailbox of
approximately 8.75" H x 6.75" H x 19" D similar to the design in the
picture.  Paper box and post cap are optional.   Homes with adjoining
driveways may mount two mailboxes on a single pole as long as the
design and colors are similar to that for a single mailbox.   No additional
adornment should be added except for house numbers on the side or
door of the box or on the post.  The post may be manufactured by the
homeowner, builder, third party carpenter, or can be purchased at
Lowes or other home centers.   

USPS Rural Mailbox regulations shall be adhered to in all cases.   Refer to their web site at 
http://usps.com/ for details.  All mailboxes shall be maintained in good order and present a neat 
uniform appearance.  Annual maintenance is recommended, including replacing the box if it is 
not working or damaged, painting the post, remounting the post as necessary, and replacing 
missing or faded house numbers.     

All homeowners in MHPOA are encouraged to comply with these policies and procedures, 
regardless of age or condition of their current mailbox.  

Enforcement.  Laurel Marsh subdivision mailboxes shall adhere to these policies and procedures, 
no exceptions.  All new construction homes (as of 8/20/2013) in the remaining MHPOA 
subdivisions of Brookshire, Christians Landing, Dilworth Point, Inverness Chase and Jefferson 
Landing shall adhere to these policies and procedures.  Existing mailboxes (as of 8/20/2013) in 
non-Laurel Marsh subdivisions are considered acceptable until such time as the mailbox is 
replaced, at which time it must comply with these policies and procedures.     

MHPOA BOD adopted on this 20th day of August 2013 at Board Meeting this date. Clarified 
and updated Laurel Marsh specification adopted on this 18th day of July 2017.



Section III
General Contractor Requirements

General contractors are required to comply with the stipulations below before any site work 
can be started except for surveying.  

1.  Provide to the MHPOA manager a copy of the building permit issued by the                        
city of Kingsland.

2.  Along with item I. preceding, provide a $2,000.00 damage and security deposit check 
made payable to MHPOA.

3.  Sign an agreement to:
A. comply with the site, dwelling and landscaping plan as approved by the MHPOA.

B. confirm that the damage and security deposit may be used to repair or replace 
damage and/or indemnify the aggrieved party.

C. maintain the construction in a clean and orderly state.

D. immediately restore any adjacent lots to their condition prior to the commencement 
of construction on the owner’ site.

4.  Exercise oversight to ensure that sub-contractors working at the site abide by the 
regulations that MHPOA sets out for construction on member properties. 

MHPOA BOD adopted on this 24th day of March 2015 at Board Meeting.

Mailbox Specification (page 6) updated 17th day of July 2017 at Board Meeting as noted.


